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A disabled New Orleans Saints season ticket holder of more than 30 years

filed a lawsuit against the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in federal court Thursday.

Shelby Bailey and his attorney, Andrew Bizer, are fighting to make sure anyone in a wheelchair

can see the game and Jumbotron. Bailey said he bleeds black and gold, adding that he has had

season tickets since 1983 and has only missed 10 games.

"The reason why I missed -- because I was in the hospital," Bailey said.

Bailey was born with muscular dystrophy. He can't walk or move his arms and uses a ventilator

to breathe.

Saints games at the dome are a way of life for him, he said.

"Really, that's the only thing I look forward to," Bailey said.

In 2011, Bailey said when the dome made renovations, he was assigned a new seating section.

"They called and said they were moving the seats up. I actually cried because I knew it was

going to be so much different," Bailey said.

Bailey said his assigned section is higher up, a concrete overhang, and fans standing up block

his view.
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"They are most definitely in violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act," Bizer said. "When

they made those changes, they either knew or they should have known about this section that

deals with being to see over the heads of standing spectators."

Bizer is calling on the dome officials to change the seating so all fans in wheelchairs can see at

eye level. Bailey said he always will be a Saints fan, but can only hope the lawsuit brings

change.

"When I'm sitting down, I'm at the game but it's really not fun anymore like it was," Bailey said.

Savannah Chamblee, with SMG, issued WDSU the following statement:

"The Superdome has always taken and will continue to take steps to accommodate individuals

with disabilities. Since this matter pertains to litigation it would not be appropriate for us to

provide further comment."

Keep up with local news, weather and current events with the WDSU app here. Sign up for our

email newsletters to get breaking news right in your inbox. Click here to sign up!
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